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From Exeter Novel Prize long listed author Britta Jensen comes..

HIRANA'S WAR

the awaited sequel to Eloia Born by Britta Jensen
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A visually impaired young woman’s songs

are able to heal wounds and transport
people across galaxies. This gift could
ultimately save her planet from
destruction, but she must train with the
alien race that blinded her home or lose
everyone she loves...

In Eloia Born, Leanora trekked across her home planet, Eloia,
to find her mother. She discovered her mother comes from the

planet Hirana, where a civil war is spilling across the galaxy.

Few people have Leanora’s ability to use music to transport the

survivors. When a rebel group invades Eloia, Leanora is whisked back to Hirana to start training, away from

everything she knows, including her boyfriend, Tarrok.

She trains and lives alongside battle-weary strangers: the talented and arrogant Gulnaz; level-headed, but deadly
Mikosh, and a young healer, Selchuk, who finds a renewal of hope in Leanora. The longer she trains with Selchuk,

the more he tests her loyalty to Tarrok.

In order to succeed, Leanora unwillingly accepts the help of Gulnaz, whose destructive past could jeopardize the

entire mission. Leanora begins to learn that she has something that all of them need...
Hirana’s War is a wonderfully complex novel about living with disability, overcoming the ravages of war,

and finding hope in the most unusual of places.

Praise for Britta Jensen’s Eloia Born

"Loved it! A well-written narrative of
disability, dystopia, and exploration...
consider it a spiritual successor to Lois

Lowry's The Giver and M. Night
Shyamalan's The Village."
--Nicole Dieker,

Discover Reedsy starred review

"Eloia Born is about leaving your
comfort zones in search of life's
truths. It plays on your emotions and
forces you to accept things that you
may not want to. It does this
wonderfully..."
--Geanerik C,

Goodreads Reviewer
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‘| believe that many young adult
readers will find a bit of themselves in
this story and...realize that there is
more to life than what we see.."
--Yalonda Wilhoite,
Goodreads Reviewer




SPEAKING TOPICS

WRITING BIG WORLDS (WITHOUT DRIVING YOURSELF CRAZY!)

Britta will share her techniques for creating an original story world with its own culture, language, music and
how her character’s lives and her experiences in many countries formed her non-Western stories. She'll share
development techniques, organizational strategies as well as how she delves deep into her character’s lives in

order for them to come alive on the page.

WRITING KICK-ASS HEROINES AND FULLY DIMENSIONAL FEMMES

How do | aim to create a diverse set of powerful heroines? Drawing from her experience teaching teens
around the globe and twenty-two years overseas, Britta will share her process for creating kick-ass heroines

with a variety of personalities and cultural backgrounds.

DISABILITY IN FICTION

Eloia Born’s two main characters are visually impaired and still manage to go on a huge adventure, save lives
and create a better life for themselves. Britta will explore the process of writing from the voice of a disabled
individual based on her experience with relatives and students who are visually impaired and how her

experience as a disabled person (with a non-visible disability) has shaped her experience as an author.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Britta Jensen's debut novel Eloia Born was long-listed for the 2016 Exeter Novel Prize
and reviewers are calling the book "both a dystopian narrative and a quest story;
consider it a spiritual successor to Lois Lowry's The Giver and M. Night Shyamalan's
The Village." The sequel, Hirana's War, releases October 2020. Many of her stories
center around themes of persevering through disability, parental separation and the

intersection of various cultures on new worlds. Her stories have been shortlisted for

the 2017 Henshaw Press and Fiction Factory prizes and she was published in the
following anthologies: Stories for Homes, Volume 2 and Sakura Dreams. For the past
sixteen years she has taught creative writing and edited books for both traditional and indie authors. She has received
numerous awards, including the General Sharp Award from the US Army, for her innovative teaching of creative writing
overseas with the Department of Defense Education Activity. Friends often refer to her as a polyglot—which is a

product of living twenty-two years overseas in Japan, South Korea, and Germany before settling in Austin, Texas.

www.britta-jensen.com brittaebritta-jensen.com



